
NATATORIUM PARK
ORIGINALLY NAMED TWINKENHAM PARK AND LOCATED 
ON WEST BOONE AVENUE, SPOKANE’S NAT PARK BEGAN 
AS A TROLLEY PARK. 

AS YOU READ THROUGH THESE PAGES, LEARN WHAT A TROLLEY 
PARK IS; DISCOVER HOW PEOPLE IN SPOKANE SPENT THEIR 
LEISURE TIME; INQUIRE ABOUT WHAT IT TOOK TO BE KNOWN 
AS THE “CONEY ISLAND OF THE WEST”; ANALYZE HISTORIC 
PHOTOS, OBJECTS, AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES; ADD TO YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT WHERE ELSE YOU CAN RESEARCH THE 
TOPIC.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L86-284
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IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME

DIGITAL MAC PACK: A LOOK AT SPOKANE’S NAT PARK

JULY 
1890

IN 1890 TROLLEY TRACKS WERE LAID TO NEW SPOKANE 
NEIGHBORHOODS THAT WERE POPPING UP AROUND THE 
DOWNTOWN CORRIDOR. PARKS WERE CONSTRUCTED AT THE END 
OF THE LINE TO ENTICE PEOPLE WHO DID NOT LIVE IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOODS. TROLLEYS WERE A NEW AND EXCITING MODE OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND PEOPLE ENJOYED FEELING THE COOL BREEZE 
ON A HOT SUMMER DAY AS THEY TRAVELED AT SPEEDS MUCH 
FASTER THAN ANY HORSE AND BUGGY! THE NOVELTY WOULD NOT 
LAST. UNABLE TO COMPETE WITH THE EVEN NEWER TECHNOLOGY 
OF BUSES AND AUTOMOBILES, SPOKANE’S LAST TROLLEY WAS 
DRIVEN TO NAT PARK ON AUGUST 27TH, 1936 AND 
CEREMONIOUSLY SET ON FIRE.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L87-361.415

26



A LOVELY DAY FOR A PICNIC
1890 WAS THE FIRST YEAR THE 4TH OF JULY WAS 
CELEBRATED AT NAT PARK. THAT YEAR A LARGE 
SCANDINAVIAN PICNIC AND A BALL GAME DREW 5000 OF 
SPOKANE’S 19,992 RESIDENTS TO THE NEW PARK. BY 1916, 
35,000 PEOPLE ATTENDED THE PARK’S 4TH OF JULY 
FESTIVITIES. IT WAS THE PLACE TO BE IN THE SUMMER! 
EVEN HELEN CAMPBELL AND HER FRIENDS ENJOYED A DAY 
AT THE PARK. IN HER DIARY DATED JULY 26, 1913, HELEN 
NOTED, “PICNIC SUPPER AT THE “NAT”. JO OUDIN’S PARTY.”

JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L87-1.778
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NATATORIUM: LATIN FOR POOL
THE PARK CHANGED ITS NAME FROM TWICKENHAM PARK TO 
NATATORIUM PARK IN 1893 WHEN THE PARK BUILT A NEW 
OUTDOOR POOL. ADVERTISEMENTS TOUTED THE POOL AS 
“THE ONLY ARTIFICIALLY HEATED SWIMMING BATH IN THE 
STATE”. IN 1909, A NEW BIGGER, INDOOR POOL CALLED “THE 
PLUNGE” OPENED AT THE PARK. THE DRESS CODE FOR 
WOMEN WAS “NEW WOOLEN SINGLE PIECE SUITS”. HELEN 
CAMPBELL WROTE IN HER DIARY, JULY 9, 1914, “JO, MRS. 
OUDIN, MRS. POWELL, GLAD & I WENT SWIMMING AT THE NAT 
THIS MORNING.”
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L93-18.143
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NAT PARK LEGACY: THE LOOFF CARROUSEL
CHARLES LOOFF GAVE ONE OF HIS CARROUSELS, WORTH 
$20,000 IN 1909, TO HIS DAUGHTER, EMMA VOGEL 
(PICTURED) AND HER HUSBAND, LOUIS. AS VENDORS, THE 
VOGEL’S RAN THE LOOFF CARROUSEL AT NAT PARK AND 
EVENTUALLY BOUGHT THE ENTIRE PARK IN 1929 FROM 
WASHINGTON WATER POWER FOR $100,000. 
GENERATIONS OF FAMILIES ENJOY THE LOOFF CARROUSEL 
TO THIS DAY, WHICH HAS BEEN LOCATED IN SPOKANE’S 
RIVERFRONT PARK SINCE 1975.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L86-206

DIGITAL MAC PACK: A LOOK AT SPOKANE’S NAT PARK

1909



WHO IS MISSING FROM THESE PHOTOS?
THOUGH SEGREGATION WAS ILLEGAL IN WASHINGTON, 
SPOKANE’S MINORITY COMMUNITIES OFTEN EXPERIENCED 
DISCRIMINATION AND WERE REFUSED SERVICE AT THE PARK.  
AN EXAMPLE OF LEGAL CODES VS ACCEPTED SOCIAL PRACTICES 
OCCURRED IN 1909 WHEN THE PARK’S MANAGER ASKED NAT 
PARK’S ATTORNEY, H.M. STEPHENS, “CAN WE DENY ADMISSION 
TO THE PARK TO COLORED PEOPLE?” STEPHENS REPLIED, “ALL 
PERSONS ARE ENTITLED TO ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF THE PARK”. 
LEGALLY THEY COULD NOT DISCRIMINATE, BUT OFTEN PEOPLE’S 
PREJUDICE CREATED BARRIERS TO MINORITIES.
joel e. ferris research archives L87-1.788
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CONEY ISLAND OF THE WEST
ON THE HEELS OF THE POPULARITY OF MIDWAY RIDES 
INTRODUCED DURING THE 1893 CHICAGO WORLD’S FAIR, 
AUDLEY INGERSOLL, A WELL-KNOWN AMUSEMENT PARK 
DESIGNER, LEASED THE PARK FROM WASHINGTON WATER 
POWER (THE OWNER) IN 1907. INGERSOLL’S VISION WAS A 
PARK THAT RIVALED ANY AMUSEMENT PARK IN THE COUNTRY. 
HE ADDED A LARGE NEW DANCE HALL, THE “FOOLISH HOUSE”, A 
RESTAURANT, AND THE SHOOT THE CHUTES WATER RIDE 
(PICTURED) TO NAME A FEW. DUE TO INGERSOLL’S FINANCIAL 
PROBLEMS, WWP TOOK BACK THE LEASE IN 1908.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L89-141
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OFFERING JOY TO CHILDREN
OFFERING JOY TO AREA CHILDREN, THE PARK HELD 
AN ANNUAL PICNIC INVITING 200 UNDERPRIVILEGED 
CHILDREN. THEY WERE TREATED TO A DAY AT THE 
PARK, FREE ICE CREAM, AND OTHER TREATS. MANY 
BUSINESSES AND CULTURAL GROUPS ALSO LEASED 
THE PARK GROUNDS FOR THEIR OWN PICNICS AND 
FUNDRAISERS.

JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L87.1.1068
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PICK YOUR ENTERTAINMENT
YOU WOULD FIND MORE THAN AMUSEMENT RIDES AT THE 
PARK. POPULAR SPORTING EVENTS SUCH AS BOXING, 
SWIMMING, COMPETITIONS, BASEBALL, AND FOOTBALL 
WERE HELD AT THE PARK. THERE WERE MOVING PICTURES, 
A RESTAURANT, A ZOO, A LOVER’S LANE ALONG THE 
SPOKANE RIVER, DANCING, BANDSTAND ENTERTAINMENT, 
FLOWER GARDENS, WEEKLY BALLOON LAUNCHES, AND 
“POLITE” VAUDEVILLE. BUFFALO BILL AND HIS WILD WEST 
SHOW EVEN MADE AN APPEARANCE AT NAT PARK IN 1902.
joel e. ferris research archives L90-78.1
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THE BIG GAME
INITIALLY, THE MAIN ATTRACTION OF NAT PARK WAS 
SPORTS. THE FIRST BASEBALL GAME WAS PLAYED AT THE 
PARK ON JULY 19, 1899, BETWEEN THE SPOKANE FALLS 
NINE (WINNER) AND FORT SPOKANE. IN 1890, NAT PARK 
WAS HOME TO SPOKANE’S FIRST PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL 
TEAM. BY 1900, A NEW STADIUM SUITABLE FOR BOTH 
BASEBALL AND FOOTBALL WAS CONSTRUCTED. THE 
HIGHLIGHT OF NAT’S SPORTS COMPLEX OCCURRED OCT. 17, 
1924, WHEN BABE RUTH THRILLED THE CROWD BY HITTING 
A HOME RUN SO FAR, THE BALL LANDED ON THE BANKS OF 
THE SPOKANE RIVER.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L94-9.36
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DANCE WITH ME
A CROWD OF 3000 PEOPLE FILLED NAT PARK’S DANCE PAVILION TO 
ENJOY PHIL HARRIS’ BIG BAND IN 1938. PHIL HARRIS WAS THE 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR FOR JACK BENNY’S RADIO PROGRAMS. 
CROWDS OF SEVERAL THOUSAND WERE COMMON WHEN NAT PARK 
ATTRACTED POPULAR BIG BAND NAMES, SUCH AS BING CROSBY, 
GLEN MILLER, TOM DORSEY, AND FATS DOMINO. THE MUSIC WAS 
OFTEN BROADCAST ON LIVE RADIO. DURING WWII, NAT’S DANCE 
HALL WAS A POPULAR DESTINATION FOR SOLDIERS COMING TO 
SPOKANE FROM FT. GEORGE WRIGHT AND FARRAGUT NAVAL 
TRAINING STATION.
joel e. ferris research archives 1938, L87-1.14711-38



THE END OF AN ERA
LOOFF CARROUSEL OWNERS, LOUIS AND EMMA VOGEL BOUGHT 
NAT PARK IN 1929 FROM WASHINGTON WATER POWER AND RAN 
IT UNTIL LOUIS’ DEATH IN 1952. THEIR SON LLOYD TOOK OVER 
OPERATIONS. AFTER WWII, WITH THE POPULARITY OF OTHER 
FORMS OF ENTERTAINMENT COMPETING FOR PEOPLE’S 
ATTENTION, THE PARK STARTED A SLOW DECLINE. THE EL KATIF 
SHRINE BOUGHT THE PARK IN 1967. THE RIDES WERE 
DISMANTLED, AND THE JACK RABBIT ROLLER COASTER WAS 
BURNED. THE EL KATIF SHRINE CONVERTED THE LAND INTO A 
MOBILE HOME RETIREMENT PARK, AND IT REMAINS ONE TO THIS 
DAY.
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L93-65.1
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ROLLING THROUGH THE WEEKEND LIKE...
NAT PARK WAS ENJOYED BY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 
OVER ITS 80 YEARS IN OPERATION. VISITORS HAD 
THEIR FAVORITE RIDE OR ATTRACTION. SUMMER 
PICNICS, SPORTING EVENTS, AND SWIMMING WITH 
FRIENDS WERE FONDLY REMEMBERED IN DIARIES 
AND ORAL HISTORIES. WOULD YOU HAVE ENJOYED 
NAT PARK WHEN IT WAS IN BUSINESS? 
WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE AMUSEMENT PARK 
MEMORIES?
JOEL E. FERRIS RESEARCH ARCHIVES L93-65.94
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RESEARCH 
SPOKANE 
HISTORY 

WHERE TO LOOK FOR PRIMARY SOURCES
WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SPOKANE HISTORY?
HERE ARE IDEAS TO FIND MORE INFORMATION:
• USE THE MAC’S WEBSITE TO RESEARCH ONLINE PHOTOS AND OBJECTS: 

HTTPS://WWW.NORTHWESTMUSEUM.ORG
• VISIT HISTORIC CAMPBELL HOUSE AT THE MAC
• CHECK OUT THE EXHIBITS AT THE MAC
• MAKE AN APPOINTMENT AT THE MAC TO SEARCH OUR ARCHIVES
• SEARCH THROUGH SPOKESMAN REVIEW AND SPOKANE CHRONICLE 

HISTORIC NEWSPAPERS
• VISIT WASHINGTON STATE ARCHIVES: 

HTTPS://WWW.SOS.WA.GOV/ARCHIVES/ARCHIVES_EASTERN.ASPX
• VISIT THE NORTHWEST ROOM AT THE SPOKANE PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

HTTPS://SPOKANELIBRARY.ORG/NORTHWEST-ROOM



DIGITAL MAC PACK: ANALYZING NEWSPAPERS AND DOCUMENTS
ANALYZE THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE TITLED: “WELL KNOWN COLORED MAN IS MAKING A STRONG FIGHT”
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DIGITAL MAC PACK: ANALYZING PHOTOGRAPHS

TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO LOOK CLOSELY AT THIS PHOTOGRAPH

WHAT’S GOING ON WITH THIS PHOTOGRAPH?
WHAT DO YOU SEE THAT MAKES YOU THINK THAT?
WHAT MORE CAN YOU FIND?

SEE THE QUESTIONS ON THE NEXT PAGE TO HELP YOU ANALYZE 
THIS PHOTO AND THE OTHER PHOTOS IN THIS DIGITAL MAC 
PACK
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DIGITAL MAC PACK: ANALYZING OBJECTS
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DIGITAL MAC PACK: ANALYZING OBJECTS
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